The general part of the experimental section [1] has been presented elsewhere. To the solution of lithium diisopropylamide prepared from diiisopropylamine (4.46 g, 44 mmol) and n-butyllithium (2.2 M, 20 ml, 44 mmol) in dry tetrahydrofuran (50 ml) at 0° was added triethylphosphonoacetate (8.74 ml, 44 mmol) at 0°. The mixture was stirred at room temperature for 10 minutes and 4-phenyl-2-butanone (6.6 ml, 44 mmol) was added and refluxed for 6 hours. The solvent was removed and the residue partitioned between ether (100 ml) and water (100 ml). The ether extract was washed with hydrochloric acid (3M, 100 ml), brine (50 ml), dried (Na 2 SO 4 ), filtered and evaporated under reduced pressure. The crude product was purified by flash chromatography (ethyl acetate/light petroleum 1:9), followed by radial chromatography (ethyl acetate/light petroleum 2:98) to yield ethyl (E)-3-methyl-5-phenyl-2-pentenoate (3.48 g, 36%) as a colourless oil. 
EI-MS 218 (M + , 6%), 173(16), 145(13), 144(30), 92(14) , 91(100), 65(12).
